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Message from the Chairperson 
 

 

 

Dear friends! 
 

Namaste! Welcome to India Fest 25th anniversary hosted by the Asian Indians of Hampton Roads (AIHR). 

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to this celebration of India. The 25th celebration of India Fest, at 

the Virginia Beach Convention Center, promises to be a feast for the senses. We welcome you to explore 

and enjoy the vibrant tradition and culture of one of the world’s oldest civilizations. 
  

Savor the delicate intricacies of Indian spices from the best local Indian restaurants, be mesmerized by 

India’s music and dance, and enjoy the educational activities with your children. Add bling to your ward-

robe, and update your style with many exotic vendors from near and  

far. We have tried to create the overarching majesty and diversity of India, with nonstop cultural perfor-

mances that capture the essence of Indian culture. We hope that India Fest is not only an enjoyable expe-

rience for you, but also fosters a deeper understanding and appreciation of India. 
  

The Asian Indians of Hampton Roads group proactively supports the Hampton Roads community. Read 

more about us at www.aihr.org. One of our focal missions is to promote education locally. Towards that 

goal, we have introduced youth-oriented competitions at India Fest. Art, badminton, chess, essay, poetry, 

math, poetry, ping pong, public speaking, and tennis competitions create an environment of learning and 

fun. We also had a fun filled panipuri eating competition that contestants and spectators enjoyed equally. 

Ladies came out and showed off their talent by participating in henna, cake decorating and aarti thali dec-

orating competitions. Our goal is to recognize talent and encourage children to compete and shine! 
  

NETCON provides festive and relaxed environment for people from corporations, banks, restaurants, 

health professional, political dignitaries and sponsors to mingle.  NETCON has been instrumental in 

providing business connections for attendees and our proud sponsors. 
  

AIHR is grateful to our community for their massive support and encouragement to this Mega India Fest. 

An event of this magnitude is only possible with dedication, meticulous planning, and the labor of love. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to our sponsors! Our vendors, who come from far and near, are the jew-

els of India Fest. Finally, AIHR is indebted to the service of our innumerable performers, choreographers, 

committee members, and volunteers. Thank you for championing the success of our India Fest! 
  

Best wishes for peace and harmony amongst us! 
 

Bhranti Patel 

Chairperson, India Fest  
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Bhranti Patel 
Chairperson, India Fest 

Karamjit Rajpal 
Co-Chair, India Fest 

LEADERSHIP TEAM  

Umang Aggarwal 
Chair, Talent 

Vidhi Sharma 
Chair, Cultural 

Dharti Patel 
Co-Chair, Cultural 

Naveen Agarwal 
Chair, Exhibits 

Pradip Patel 
Chair, Operations 

Janak Patel 
Chair, Food 

Dr. Murthy 
Chair, Sponsorship 

Mohit Gour 
Co-Chair, Sponsorship 

R.K.  Renukunta 
Chair, Public Relations 

Rupal Master 
Co-Chair, 
Public Relations 

Bijay Singh 
Chair, Publications 

Abhay Bhardwaj 
Chair, Marketing 

Anil Nair 
Chair, Netcon 

Parita Patel 
Chair, Decoration 

Reenu Agarwal 
Chair, Volunteer 

Tanvi Aggarwal 
Lead, Youth Volunteer 

Mahek Rajpal 
Lead, Youth Volunteer 

Raj Patel 
Co-Chair, Volunteer 
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“Bhashika” 
The Tradition of Language and Dance 

 

By Malini Srirama 
 
Welcome to the Silver Jubilee celebration of India Fest 2022. This 
year’s theme is “Bhashika”, languages, which are important for the 
development of civilization.  
 
India has 22 major languages and several hundred dialects. The Indian Constitution, in Arti-
cle 343 (1), recognizes that “the official language of the Union shall be Hindi in Devanagari 
script.” The business of Indian Parliament can be transacted in Hindi or English, whereas 
different State assemblies transact business in their own official State language, along with 
English. Hindi has the most speakers in India, followed by Bengali, Marathi, and so on.  
 
Sanskrit, like Greek or Latin, emerged as the ancient classical language. It was a proto-Indo
-European language, used for classical and religious texts. Tamil also emerged simultane-
ously as a proto-Dravidian language in South India.  
 
When I was a student in Bangalore, India, I was made to learn Kannada (State language), 
English, Sanskrit, and a little bit of Hindi. At home, we spoke Tamil, my mother tongue. It 
is common when growing up in India to converse, read, and write in several languages as 
each person is often exposed to many.  
 
Languages help humans to communicate and develop relationships. Since languages and 
culture are co-dependent on each other, the performing arts blossomed in various hues in 
different regions of India.  
 
Today, you will see many dances from the Indian movie industry. Bollywood dance is an 
energetic and popular style featured in many Hindi movies, produced in Mumbai.  
 
This year’s India Fest highlight is a dance segment called “Bhashika,” produced by Vidhi 
Sharma and Dharti Patel, and showcases the dance styles, costumes, and languages of dif-
ferent Indian states. The languages include Marathi from the state of Maharashtra, Hindi 
from the northern region, Bengali from west Bengal, Bihu from Assam, Gujarati from Guja-
rat, Punjabi from Punjab, and several more.  
 
Hope you will watch and enjoy this year’s colorful production.  
 
 

Malini Srirama is an accomplished dancer who has performed throughout India, Canada, Europe, Aus-
tralia, and the United States.  Hailing from a family deeply involved in the classical arts, she began study-
ing dance from a young age. Throughout the years Malini, has continued to study dance and choreography 
under the tutelage of eminent gurus in India. She is a dancer, teacher, and choreographer of classical Indi-
an dance, currently based in Norfolk, Virginia. 
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A brief  history of  AIHR  

and India Fest  
 
 

   
           Dr. Alok Verma 

 
The humble beginnings of Asian Indians of Hampton Roads dated to the early seventy's 
when the organization was formed to serve the Indian families moving to the tidewater re-
gion of Virginia and Indian students arriving at Old Dominion University. In those days, the 
organization was known as Asian Indians of Tidewater (AIT). The organization was created 
to serve the social and cultural needs of the growing South Asian Community and included 
families from Pakistan and Bangladesh. Mohapatra, a faculty member in the political sci-
ence department, was one of the first presidents of the organization. Other active mem-
bers in the organization included Sudhir Mehrotra, Amarjit Singh, Geetha Raman, and Ram 
Gowda.  
 
This brief history is based on my recollection as a student at Old Dominion University, a 
graduate student in the Aerospace Engineering Department who arrived in Tidewater in 
1979. In those days, the Indian Students Association (ISA) was active on the campus of 
ODU and collaborated with AIT in organizing events like the screening of Bollywood movies 
at ODU during weekends and assisting AIT in planning annual picnics. At that time, there 
were approximately seventy students from the Indian sub-continent in ISA and around 150 
families in Tidewater. My first recollection of participation in AIT activities includes a 
meeting at the home of Mohapatra, which included Sudhir Mehrotra for planning an annu-
al picnic. 
 
In 1980, I became President of the ISA and an active member of the AIT. After Mohapatra 
left ODU, several individuals served as president of the organization, including Sudhir 
Mehrotra, Amarjit Singh, and Kumar Singh. During the tenure of Kumar Singh, I joined the 
AIT team as Vice President, and we started participating in the International Jubilee at 
ODU. The International Student's office organized this event at ODU to highlight the cul-
ture and music of all international communities in the tidewater region. India Fest was 
born out of this engagement, and the first independent India Fest was held at the universi-
ty Webb Center in the late eighties.  
 
 



 

33  

 

In 1983, the business and civic leaders lobbied successfully to have the US Post Office 
change the postmark from "Tidewater" to "Hampton Roads." Subsequently, the organiza-
tion's name was changed to Asian Indians of Hampton Roads (AIHR) to reflect the region's 
new name in the early nineties. AIT was revived as AIHR during a meeting of community 
members like P. Murthy, Ram Gowda, Kadaba Raman, Amarjit Singh, Bidhu Mohanty, and 
myself.  
 

AIHR was formed as a non-religious and secular organization welcoming families from the 

entire Indian Subcontinent and others who were interested in the culture of south Asian 

countries. One of the main objectives of the AIHR is "To facilitate the involvement of the 

people of the Asian- Indian origin living in the Hampton roads area in the mainstream of 

American social fabric." Over the years, AIHR has organized events to increase political 

awareness, promote culture and music, educational programs, fundraise for disaster relief, 

serve food to the homeless, volunteer at food banks, organize medical and visa camps, do-

nate money to various charities, and provided scholarships to needy students. AIHR has 

collaborated with multiple non-profit organizations such as Norfolk Sister City, Asian Pacific 

American Heritage Organization, World Affairs Council, Old Dominion University, Sentara 

Hospital, Sangeet Sargam, Guru Nanak Foundation of Hampton Roads, and many more. 

During the later part of the 20th century, several individuals served in leadership positions 
and provided direction to the organization's activities. During this period, AIHR and India 
Fest were sustained by the arduous work of leaders like Amarjit Singh, Papaiah Murthy, 
Ram Gowda, Alok Verma, Hiroo Daryanani, Kadaba Raman, Geetha Raman, Bidhu Mohan-
ty, and Kamlesh Kapoor. 
 
During the early part of the 21st century, AIHR saw the India Fest develop into a significant 
cultural event with attendance exceeding 10,000. This was possible due to the dedicated 
work of younger leaders like Mohit Gour, Himangshu Dey, Naveen Kumar, Govindarajan 
Ramesh, Janak Patel, Ankur Khullar, Karamjit Rajpal, Pradip Patel, Bhranti Patel, Umang Ag-
garwal, R.K Renukunta and not to mention the many more volunteers. 
 
For more than half a century, AIHR has not only served the local community in Hampton 

Roads but touched thousands of needy individuals through its charity work and donations 

for various natural disasters. We hope this work will continue with new leadership and vol-

unteers.  
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TEAM INDIA FEST 2022 
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SPONSORS 
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EXHIBITORS  

Name Product/Services 
1st Class Real Estate Integrity  Real Estate Services 

A Little Style Clothing, Jewelry 

Abstract Acrylic Creations LLC Premium Custom Paintings 

Archie's Fashion World Collection Jewelry & Clothes 

Classic Group Real Estate Promotors and Developers 

Crafts India Fashion Jewelry 

Endurance IT Services IT Services serving Hampton Roads 

Hania's Collection Indian Clothing & Jewelry 

Indian Fashion Indian Clothing & Jewelry 

Jen Kiggans for Congress Election Campaign 

Libas Design Jewelry & Clothes 

Meera Designer Jewelry & Clothes 

Primrose Fashion Jewelry & Clothing 

Prinza Fashions Clothing 

Republican Party Public Connection 

Sai Fashions Premium Dresses and Indian clothing  

Secret Garden Jewelry & Gifts Clothing Collections and Fashion Jewelry 

VKM Collections Premium Dresses and Indian clothing  

Wainwright Real Estate Real Estate Agent 

World Financial Group Financial Services 

Information Technology Coaliton Inc IT Services serving Federal Government 

Old Dominion University Education Services  

LAP Management Inc Business Management Group  

Mehndi (Henna)  Henna, temporary tattoo services 

Buttercups Fancy Face Paintings Face Painting, and Balloons  

Trinity Insurance Agency Insurance Agency and Financial Services 

Shamin Hotels Hotel Business Group 

Patel & Shah Distributors  Distributors 

Moody Moon  Organic Products 

New York Life Life Insurance Products and Services 

General Dynamics Nassco-Norfolk  Defense Contractors 

Norfolk Sister City Association  Non-Profit Organization  

BAPS Charities  Charity 

The United States Social Security Administration  US Government 
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FOOD VENDORS 
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EXECUTIVE TEAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  
 

BHRANTI 
PATEL 

President  
 

MR. R.K. RENUKUNTA 

MR. NAVEEN AGARWAL 

MR. ANIL NAIR 

DR. G. RAMESH 

MR. JANAK PATEL 

MR. MOHIT GOUR 

DR. P. MURTHY 

MR. PRADIP PATEL 

MR. RAM GOWDA 

MR. M. CHANDIRAMANI 

MR. ASHISH DHARNI 

 

 
KARAMJIT 

RAJPAL  

Vice President  
 

 
 

DHARTI  
PATEL 

Secretary 

 

 
 

UMANG  

AGGARWAL 

Treasurer 
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India Fest Talent Contest Results 
Contest 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

Tennis Satish Chekuri & 
 Milind Chokshi 

Alok Neopane &  
Suroj Gurung 

N/A 

Badminton Anupam Chakraborti & 
Nisaraj Dharmarajan  

Jainam Parikh  
Dhruv Parikh 

N/A 

Ping Pong Junior Mruthyunjai Jawahhar Rohan Galda N/A 

Ping Pong Senior Nimish Nookala Namish Shah N/A 

Ping Pong Adults Vijay Sheth Venkat Rama Raju N/A 

Instruments   Archita Basnet N/A N/A 

Singing Junior  Pratiti Mohan Aaradhya patil N/A 

Public speaking Junior  Soham Pattnaik Pranav Mohan N/A 

Public Speaking  Senior Anuradha Basnet N/A N/A 

Poetry Junior Amira Arif &  
Pratiti Mohan 

Tharani Nivas N/A 

Poetry Intermediate  Devika Padiri &  
Hardik Baviskar 

Soham Pattnaik N/A 

Essay Junior  Shrihan Pattnaik Amira Arif N/A 

Essay Senior  Soham Pattnaik  Prasanna Chokkalingam N/A 

Art Junior  Amira Arif Aarya Patil N/A 

Art  Intermediate  Shrihan Pattnaik Samit Katkar 
 Vani Nainval 

N/A 

Art Senior Soham Pattnaik  Neelakshi Swain N/A 

Aarti Thali Decorating   Mayuri Patil Hemangini patel N/A 

Cake Decorating   Tanvi  Patel Rekha Padiri N/A 

Henna Competition Dimpi Desai Rekha Padiri 
 Twinkle Chauhan 

N/A 

Pani Puri  Sanjeev Mudumba   Preeti Zemse  N/A 

Singing  Senior  Anuradha Basnet N/A N/A 

Chess Elite Lenny Bueltmann-Prok Aaradhya Patil Shrihan Patnaik 

Chess Novice Mruthyunjai Jawahhar Bisaj Shrestha Devika Padiri 

Chess Senior Rookie Nicholas Milan Evin Deepak Jatin Tiwari 

Chess Junior Rookie Aadarsh Shrestha Mrithun Balaji Arunvijay Samit Katkar 

Math Senior Aidan Viar N/A N/A 

Math Intermediate  Soham Pattnaik Smit Kothari Varsha Padmanabhah 

Math Junior Adarsh Lakshmanan Pranav Mohan Neelakshi Swain 
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